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GREEN FOX
TRAINING STUDIO

We’re looking for
new students!
You could learn graphic 
design, digital skills, 
3D modelling and 
animation, professional 
skills, and writing 
and editing.

If you’re a woman 
leaving prison 
in Brisbane or Melbourne, 
you may be able to 
participate in our 
free community-based 
program after
your release.

Contact our friendly foxes for more info at: manager@greenfoxstudio.com.auContact our friendly foxes for more info at: manager@greenfoxstudio.com.au

• Are you creative or artistic?
• Do you want to learn computer skills?
• Would you like a new career?

manager@greenfoxstudio.com.au

greenfoxstudio.com.au



�

������	������

�����������������������
���������������������������������¢���
�����������������������������������	������
�
��
��������������������������
��	������������������
�����
�������
�������
����������
��������������������������
������������������£���������������	
��
����������������������

�����������
��
������
������������������	������� ������������������������
���������������
�
������������������������������������������������
��� ��������������������	������
���
���������
��������
�����	����
�����������������	��������������
���
��
������
��������������
��������
����
��������������������������

�����������������������	������������
�������
�������������������������
����
�����������������	�������������
����������������
�����������
���
�����
�����������������������������������
�	
����������������������
��
���
������
		�����	�����������������������������	������������������������
���������������
������	������
�
�����������������������
������������������
������������������
�
������������
����
������������������������
����������
�������	��������
����������������
���������������
����������	����������
����������������������	��

�������������������
����������������������������������������������

�����������������	��������
���������������	��

�������	������������������������������������������������
��������
���
	�����
����������������	
��������
����
�����������������	������
��
�����������������������
������������������������������
��������������������������������������
����������������������
�
���������������������	��
���	
������
�������������������������
���������
������������
���
�������	
�����������������
��
������������	������������������������������
�������������
����
���������
�����������������
���������������������������������������	������
������	���
��������
������	��

�������	���������	���������
���	
��������������������
������



�

Supporting
Incarcerated

Students

Paper Chained is proudly co-sponsored by the University of Southern Queensland
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JOHN KLOK: WHAT NAGLE SAID

I
n January, ex-cop Dick Amery,
incoming NSW Corrective Services
Minister, appointed Ron Woodham
Commissioner. Only two months

later, the NSW Upper House announced it
was holding an inquiry into this
appointment and other associated matters.

No bloody wonder. Woodham, popularly
known as Rotten Ron, and the first lock-
level prison officer to hold the post in the
Department’s 128-year history, has wielded
power in the malignant law enforcement
system for decades. Insiders found his
appointment as Commissioner unbelievable
and sinister.  For some of the information
that’s given rise to the inquiry, see articles
on this page and the next.

The NSW Upper House is inquiring into the
appointment of Woodham and other senior
officers of the Department (including Acting
Senior Assistant Commissioner John Klok)
and they are also looking at their conduct.
Evidence presented may be referred to ICAC.

We see this inquiry as a major victory. We
have the opportunity for change in the
NSW prison system before us. We’re
collating material to present. Prisoners and
ex-prisoners, do you know of cases where:

• complaints to senior officers were
ignored or inadequately investigated

• the persons being complained about
investigated the complaint themselves

If so, write to us or ring us at JA.

ROTTEN RON ON THE ROPES

New Commissioner Woodham

One of the first things Woodham did was
appoint John Klok Acting Senior Assistant
Commissioner. Justice Nagle, in his
Report on the Royal Commission into
NSW Prisons, 1978, had a lot to say
about Klok, who was a
prison officer at Bathurst
in the early 70s.

On 19 October 1970,
there was a riot at Bathurst
provoked by appalling
conditions; the prisoners
surrendered in the afternoon on an
assurance that there would be no “biff”
(physical assault by way of reprisal).
Resentful at not being allowed to suppress
the riot with physical force, a number of
prison officers (not all) formed groups the
next morning and went from cell to cell,
hauling inmates out and beating them up
with batons.  Ringleaders – or those believed
to be ringleaders – were singled out for
special punishment, but even prisoners who
had not taken part in the riot were bashed.
Justice Nagle, in his Report on the Royal
Commission into NSW Prisons, 1978,
describes the episode as “a disgrace in terms
of ordinary human behaviour and repellent
to any standard of decency to be expected of
a prison system” (p.61). He reported about
Klok specifically:

Prisoner JV Bobak was in a cell on the top
landing of C Wing, with another prisoner. A
number of officers entered the cell. They
included Prison Officers Mutton, Klok and
Milton. Mutton hit Bobak on the head with a
baton, sending him to the floor with blood
running from the wound.  He was kicked while
on the floor, then thrown against the wall. He
stood against the wall and was hit with batons

on the arms, neck and back. He described them
as really hard blows and said that he screamed
as he was being hit. Prison Officer Klok denied
the allegations, but the Commission does not

accept his denial. (p.58)

… Prisoner Officer Aitken hit a
prisoner Brian Castle with a wooden

baton, without reason ... Later
Castle, in a semi-conscious

condition, was hit by Prison
Officer Klok, opening up a
bad scalp wound. Klok’s

denial is not accepted. (p.59)

Prisoner JA Kelly heard prison officers entering
B Wing and the opening of cell doors on the
ground floor. Soon afterwards, he heard a lot of
banging and crashing, screaming and yelling.
He and the other three prisoners in the cell with
him barricaded the door with mattresses as the
sounds came nearer. The door was eventually
opened by prison officer Mutton, who ordered
them to throw out their weapons and threatened
them with a steam hose if they did not.
Weapons were thrown out and the prisoners left
the cell. They were ordered to strip. One of the
prisoners in the cell with Kelly was AT
(“Meggsy”) Morrison. Before he was able to
remove all his clothing, he was hit with batons
and fists by Prison Officers Mutton, Klok, Best,
Draper, Judd and Morgan … Kelly was placed
in a separate cell, and Prison Officers Mutton,
Klok, Tuck and Best entered it. Kelly was told to
spreadeagle himself against the wall, and he
was then struck a large number of blows with
batons over the head, neck, back, legs and feet.
He received injuries to an ankle and his mouth
was split. (p.59)

A prisoner who had been a spokesman [in the
negotiations to end the riot the previous day]

was Errol Baker.  Prison Officer Atkins saw
Prison Officers Aitken and Klok hit Baker, who
apparently possessed a knife. They continued to
hit Baker even after he had been disarmed …
Prison Officer Klok said that he did not know
Baker. He said that he had had to disarm a
dozen or more prisoners with knives or similar
weapons, and did no more than use his rubber
baton to strike these prisoners over the forearm
or shoulders to make them drop their weapons.
He denied continuing to hit any prisoner after
he had been disarmed. The Commission accepts
the evidence of Prison Officer Atkins and finds
that Prison Officers Aitken and Klok applied
unjustified force in continuing to hit Baker after
he had been disarmed. (p.60)

Klok was still working at Bathurst three and
a half years later, when the big riot occurred
in February 1974. Again Nagle mentions
Klok by name for his part in the repression
which followed. In the aftermath of the
insurrection, surrendered prisoners were
taken out of a yard, where they had been
held overnight, for transfer to Sydney; in the
process they were subjected to strip searches
and some were bashed. Klok, says Nagle: 

… hit a prisoner called Bloomfield with his fist
three times. Klok was six feet five and a half
inches tall and weighed nineteen and a half
stone. Bloomfield was five feet eight inches tall
and weighed less than ten stone. Klok’s denial
of the incident is not accepted. This was a
disgraceful assault. (p.102)

This is the man Woodham has appointed.
No wonder the NSW Upper House wants to
know what’s going on in Corrective Services.
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Tune in for 90 
Awesome 
minutes

every week!

At some centres via your In Cell DVD Channel

Not at your centre? Ask for it! Get Welfare to call us.

Podcasts on the Green Machine coming soon 

If you have a radio in your cell, tune in via community 
radio

HOW DO I LISTEN TO A 
JAILBREAK PROGRAM IF I’M INSIDE?

Sydney - 107.3FM 2SER - Sun 9:30pm & Thurs 5:00am
93.7FM Koori Radio - Mon 10:00pm & Sun 10:00pm

88.9FM Skid Row - Thurs 2:00pm
Melbourne - 3CR 855AM  - Tues 9:30am

Broken Hill - 107.7FM 2Dry - Mon 8:00pm

HOW CAN MY FAMILY LISTEN TO JAILBREAK?  

By tuning into their local community radio at 
the stations listed in the green box 

By using the net anywhere to listen to live 
streams at www.2ser.com; www. radioskidrow.
org; www.kooriradio.com or www.3cr.org.au 

or a Podcast any time  at www.2ser.com/jailbreak

Families can send dedications and song requests 
by writing, calling or emailing us.

HOW CAN I TAKE PART IN A 
JAILBREAK PROJECT?

Write to us if you want to get in-
volved in making Jailbreak and 

Ask welfare to invite Jailbreak to visit your centre! 

GETTING IN TOUCH

Inmates can write to: 
Jailbreak, 2SER PO Box 123 Broadway NSW 2007  

Welfare and Family can also email:
jailbreak@2ser.com

Or Call: 
0420 946 709

	����������
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